Glaschoine

Glaschoine is situated beside the main road about three quarters of a mile form the head of Loch Fyne.


In the 1930’s, when the road was upgraded the hedge and part of the lawn at the front of the house were taken away as part of widening the road.


To reach the house from the road, there were ten steps leading through a large stone retaining wall to a gate at the top with Glashoine written on it.  Stone pillars were on either side of the gate. Over these steps was a bower covered in pink rambler roses.  To the right was the front door and straight ahead, “up the back”, was a narrow passageway, it ran the length of the side of the house.  Turning right at the end, towards the back door.


Glaschoine consisted of two buildings.  To the right of the front gate was the main house and to the left hand side was a half height building, part of it was “the shop”, so called as at one time on of our Aunts’ (when she was young) had it as a shop selling homemade sweets, baking and lemonade.  At the end of the building was a water toilet.


To get to the other out buildings you had to go up a step, turn left along the side of the toilet and through “the Big Door”.  This door prevented the hens and the cows from getting through to the house.  It also kept the east wind at bay!


The coal shed was to the right as you went through “the Big Door”, and on the left attached to “the shop” and toilet, was the wash house, the dairy and the byre, all one building.  A lean-to hen house, which our grandfather had built, was attached to the byre.  Passed the byre was the midden where the manure was dumped and emptied in the spring to be used in the planting of potatoes and in the vegetable garden.


The byre could take two cows, but to our recollection, we only ever had one cow.  The last cow was sold in 1953.  There was a pen for a calf and another large stall, that probably at one time, had been used for a horse.  In the wintertime a lantern had to be used to go out to milk the cow.


To get to the washhouse, you had to go through the byre.  In it was a large boiler, which had to have a fire lit under it on washdays to heat the water.  The water, having first been put in by the pail full, taken from the cold water tap in the washhouse.  Also in the washhouse there was a large wooden washing tub, scrubbing board and a wringer.


The dairy was on the corner of the building.  It had an outside door and two windows.  Large stone shelves for putting the milk basins on went round the walls.  The floor was made of flagstones; it also had a cold-water tap.


Above the byre, etc. was the barn.  To reach it, as it’s door was on a higher level, you had to cross a concrete ramp with an iron railing on both sides.  Our grandfather had converted the barn into a summerhouse, many years ago.  It was divided into the two rooms, which were lined with wood.  The inner room was the bedroom with a window looking out towards the loch.  The other room was the kitchen-come-sitting room, with a small open fire to cook on and a skylight for light.  Paraffin lamps and candles were used at night for light.


Opposite the bye were two black tarred wooded sheds, these also had been built by my grandfather.  The larger of the two sheds was used as a hayshed and the smaller (a lean to) to the hay shed was the stick shed, it was also used for tools, etc.


Two fields went with Glaschoine.  The one nearest the house was for grazing the cow when she wasn’t on the hill.  The other was the hayfield, where the hay was cut and made by hand, and later in the season brought in “burdens” (hay tied up in a large piece of sacking) and wheeled in the wheelbarrow, to the hayshed, where it was stacked for the winter.  Part of the hayfield was ploughed in the spring and planted with potatoes.  In the autumn these were dug and lifted by hand and stored in the barn.


There was quite a big garden at Glaschoine.  A stone dyke with an iron fence on top went all round it.  To get to the garden from the field you had to pass the end of the ramp to the barn, past two wooden sheds used for gardening tools, and through the “wicket gate”.  The garden was situated at the back of the house.  The washing green was between it and the house.  A gravel path, edged with stones, went all round the garden and round the sides were flowerbeds.  There were Victorian plum trees greengages, eating and cooking apples, red, white and blackcurrants, rasps, strawberries, gooseberries and rhubarb, all growing in the garden.  The middle of the garden was for vegetables. Early potatoes, peas, beans, cabbage and curly kale, also lettuce and radishes.  The curly kale was used in soup and the course leaves were given to the hens in winter when “greens” were scarce.


Coming down form the garden to the house the path went between the end of the washing green and a flower plot, down a few steps, which were covered by a bower with roses growing over it onto the path which led to the back door.  A rockery was on the far side of the house, against the boundary wall.  Flowerbeds were at either side of the front of the house, with a hydrangea bush at each side of the front door.  Climbing roses were along the front of the house and along the fence above the road.  In the spring the lawn was covered with daffodils, snowdrops and crocus.  Granny loved gardening and flowers and had planted most of the flowers that were there.


Glaschoine was a reasonably sized house.  Upstairs there were two double bedrooms, each had a fireplace, they weren’t very high because that had coombed ceilings.  There was a large cupboard on the landing at the top of the stairs.  It was used for keeping sheets and blankets and an assortment of other things in.  The stair wasn’t too steep.  About half way down there was a bend in the stair, above it there was a skylight.  The corner stair was wider than the rest.  In the summer I remember there always being a vase of flowers on it.


Coming down the stairs to the front hall the sitting was to the left.  This was quite a big room, but only used on special occasions.  An open fire was opposite the door, the window looked toward the loch.  Off the sitting room was the back bedroom.  It was big enough to take a double bed, wardrobe and dressing table, but there wasn’t much floor space left.  Its window looked out on to the washing green and back garden.


The front hall was between the sitting room and the living room, with the front door going out onto the front path and the lawn.


The living room was also the kitchen/scullery.  All the cooking, baking, washing up, etc. was done in there.  There were two tables, one for working at, and the other for meal times.  As children on a Saturday, we had our bath in a zinc bath, in front of the fire.  The fire was a black range on which all the cooking and baking was done.  It had an oven to one side and a boiler to heat water on the other.  The boiler had to be filled with a pail, but had a tap to empty it.  A large black iron kettle always sat on the range to give more hot water.  The range was bladed leaded every day and the fender and the polished bits on the range were polished with emery paper.  To the left of the fire was a cupboard in which all of the food that had to be kept dry was kept.  Below the living room window was a cupboard, which you lifted the lid to open.  It was used for keeping our toys and odds and ends in.  Both the sitting room and living room windows had shutters on the inside.  The living room was lit by an Aladdin lamp at night.  It had to be maintained everyday.  Filled with paraffin, wick trimmed, globe cleaned and mantle checked to see that there were no holes in it.


Off the living room was another small bedroom; it was big enough to take a double bed and a chest of drawers.


Another door led from the living room, through the lobby, to the back door.  The lobby was used for hanging the outdoor coats, etc., in.  It also had a shelf on one side, which the milk was kept.  Off the lobby, under the stairs, was the “black hole”.  Part of this was used to keep the perishable foods and the rest was used as a general cupboard.


Over the back door was a corrugated iron lean-to, which covered the cold-water tap.  Not long after they came to Glaschoine our grandfather had made this lean-to for shelter at the back door.  He also made built up areas on either side of the tap that could be used to put baths and pails on for use on washing days.


In wintertime hot water bottles (sometimes stone ones) wrapped in a piece of blanket were put into the beds to warm them up.  A candle or a double burner lamp was the light to show you up the stairs, but first before bed, it was a torch and outside to the toilet.  If you needed the toilet during the night there was a potty under the bed.


In 1949 electricity came to Cairndow.  What a difference that made.  Gone were the lamps and flat irons (which had to be heated on the range).  Electric cookers were installed.


Glaschoine was “modernised” in 1962.  This was done by the estate workmen.  The black range was taken out and a Raeburn cooker put in its place.  The small bedroom off the living room was made into a kitchenette.  The Raeburn gave a constant supply of hot water.  A new window was made at the side facing “the shop”.  The sink was at the window. Where the bedroom window had been was not the new back door.  The old back door was built up and part of it became the bathroom window.  The back lobby was now the bathroom, which was entered by a door coming in form the front hall.  The “black hole” was still below the stair but had a curtain covering the doorway, which was opposite the bathroom door.  An electric cooker and twin tub washing machine were purchased and installed.  Our mother, who was very good at wallpapering, redecorated the whole house.  Light coloured paints replaced the dark colours, which had been prevalent for many years.  In the spring of 1973, due to our mother’s ill health, the tenancy of the house had to be given up, so ended a tenancy of more than 70 years.


After our mother had to give the house up it was completely renovated.  The “shop” and the toilet were demolished, the barn and byre gutted, the hay and stick sheds and the hen house burned.  The midden was filled in.  The house and barn were joined together making a much larger house.  The barn could still be used as a separate dwelling but could be entered from the house, although it had its own outside door.

One of the first things that was done at Glaschoine was to fill in the front steps and make a drive up to the house, coming in at the field gate.  This badly needed done, as the road was getting so busy it was dangerous.  


For several years after it was renovated Glaschoine was used for summer lets.  It was leased again from 1985 to 2001.  It has now been sold and is again being renovated.  

Information given by Alice Beattie and Margaret Campbell (nee Sinclair), daughters of Lachie and Alice (nee McNair) Sinclair.

